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'i'lTE grasses which for nearly seventy years have l)een referred to 
the Eafonia of Rafines(iue, constitute a small genus, hut the characters 
which serve to distinguish it, the history of its developmetit tind rela¬ 
tions with other getu'ra, the retnarkahle ititt'r-relatiott ot its species 
atid their geographical distril)Ution are all |>oints ot more thati usual 

The species have been classificMl by botanists under seven 
g(*tiera iittd the s(‘vett s])ecies we here recognize have been cited tinder 
more than forty namvs. Michaux in ISO:^ placed his one s|)ecies in 
Aim, and Sprengel, Muhlenburg, Elliott and some other authors of 

^ A A 



that jteriod followed him. Desvaux 



referred the species to 


.l/rom/.v, while l)e Candolle in iSbb and 'Porrey in 1824, referred them 
to Kocirrin. Trinius |)laced them in Trisetum in the section ('olo- 
havtfnis, which Spach took uj) later (184b) as a genus, but too late for 
its ado|)tiou, the name having already been used by Rartling (1800). 
In the same year (18,80) Kunth. recognizing the geiu'ric value of the 
characters present in the sj)ecies, established upon Michaux s Aim 
ohfnsnfa the genus Rrhoulea, renaming Michaux’s |)lant Rrhouira 
(imri/is. Grav took up Rrhoulea in tlu* first (‘dition of his Maniuil 

but in the meantimi* Endlicher (1837), who doubtle.ss was 
aware that the name Rrhoulra had lavn aj)j)lied to a genus of hepatics 
ten vears prior to its adojuion by Kunth, was induced for .some rea.son, 
to rt'ft^r tlu* .specie.s to I'jafotita ot Rafmescjue. 1 hi.s name wa.s adojited 
bv Gray in the .second edition of his Manual (18-50) and by all sub.se- 
(luent authors, .\fter a careful reading of Kafinesfjue’s diagnosis of 
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his genus Eatonia an<l the description of the sj)ecies which he names 
as the type — Eafonui pnrpnra.'trrn.'i — no oik* can believ(‘ that Rafin- 
escpie’s Eatonia is identical with that of Endlicher. Rafines(pie says 
of his genus that it is “intermediate between Holms, Alra and Ean- 
}cnm} He describes the spikeh'ts as l)eing polygamous, with oue 
hermaj)hrodite and one male Hower, the latter enclosed by tiu' third 
glume, the first glume being "pins pciifr," chara<lers which suggest 
Panif'um. His ty|)e sj)ccies is <l(‘scribed as being 2 to 4 feet high with 
ciliate sheaths, divaricate, Hexuosc panicles, purple spikelets and its 
habitat the salt marshes of New ^'ork. 'Fhere is no Eatonia as we 
have come to understand that genus, with divaricati' pur|)le panicles 
and none, so far as I am awan*, which occur upon saline marshes 
about New York or elsewhere. We must regard tin* Eatonia of 

, *l ^ ^ . ■!, as an error in det(*rmination 

and as cpiite distinct from the Eatonia of Rafim*.s(pie publisheil eight¬ 
een years earlier. This name as well as Rchonlea and Colohantlins 
being thus unavailable our little genus who.se species have be(“n shut 
out from Tnsctnni and Korleria, is without a name and is a|)par- 

ently homele.ss, for authors differ as to its {Position in the gra.ss fainilv, 
earlier botanists having a.s.sociated it with the Airnrar, while tho.se of 
more recent times have a.ssigned it to the Erstnreae, following the 

cla.ssification propo.sed by Kunth who allied his Rrhonlea with Rliippsia 
and ('atahrosa. 

The following is a brief summary of the history or development of 
the genus:— 

Michaux, in 1S»()3, described one sj)cci(\s under tin* name of ,4 //y/ 
ohtnsata, giving as the habitat “in aridis rarolina ad Floridam.” 
His de.scription is very brief and admits of Ix'ing eitlnn- Eatonia nitida, 

‘Eatonia llafiii. Orinriiial de-scription; "Evtonma. (Grainin^f.s.) polygaine.-< 

inaitT'.s panicMil^e.s. Glmne hillore. trivalvf, valve.* in^KaUs, niuti<niv. .stir nil ranp. 
IV.xt^rieiire einl)ra.s.<!ante, plti.s petite; I’iiittirienre (tliis Krande. 2 tleiirs einre P iiil6rieitte 

et la iii^diaiie. line lierniaithrodite et line male. Flenr liermaplirodiie enveloppiSe par la 
Krande valve; ulninelle a 2 valves ^sale.s. pins oonrte tpie la n'lnnie. 3 ^tainines. 2 
styles fimhri<5s. Fleur male emltrass^e jiar la glume lu^diane. glnmelle, a title .settle valve 
emlirassante. Heaii genre imernt^diare entre les genres Holnis. Aim et Pnnirum. 

Type. E. pur i> urn seen s. Glaltre, gatiies cilices, ligitles liarlnte.s. fetiilles ^siroiies. pani- 
cnle divaritpi^e. tiexiiense; gltimes ov4es sans nervine, aentniti^es. IV.xterieitre lariti^e.. 
Glnmelles Iterniaplirodites. ellipiti(|ne.s obtii.se.s. li.sses; ginmelle male, ovale, aigtie, 
Idangnlense. Belle plante de 2 a 4 pied de ham. dans les marais maritinies de New-York, 
etc. Flenr.s ponrpr^es. C’est I7y«/ri<.v s7riVi/».s'de qnehiiies hotanistes aniericains. iiiais 
millement celni de Willdenow. etc. E.si-ce anssi le Korlcru prnsijlnoiim Dee.? et 
I' Airopsis ohtusu de Homer? Mats r est certaineinent tin genre distinct. 

( Hafinesqite in .lonrn. ti. Pliys. 89; 104, 18H).) 
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understood, either tlie glabrous or |)ul>escent 


form of ohtu-'fdin. The latter (jml)escent) torni is l)y far the more 
common in the region specified. 

Sprengel in 1807 pul)lished J/ro pnliens 'AXmI Jo-a niiida. In 1810 
he named the latter sj)ecies An'ci pctnis-yli'cmica. In 1813, Muhlen- 

burg published Aira trimrala ba.'ied upon J/m o/vOc-fa/a of Michaux 
and in 1817 he published A Ira palU'n.% apparently based upon the 
grass which has been more recently known as Eatonia pcmiiiiflvantra 
in which the .second floret is awned and doubtle.ss the same as Aira 
pallens Sprengel. Miihlehl)erg notes that awnle.ss forms occur and 
evidently referred to these in his catalogue (1813) under the name of 
.1/ra pallens mat lea. Arena palnsfris of Michaux, Muhlenburg treats 

as a distinct species. 

Torrey (1824) describes two s])ecie.s and one variety under Koelena: 

1. Koeleria pennsi/lranira, based upon L)e Candolle’s Koelena 
pennsylvanica with Aira mollis Muhl. and Aira pennsylvanica Spr. 
as svnonvms. The gra.ss descriljed is Eatonla nitida. 

« t 

2. Koeleria truneata, based upon .Ioy/ fnineafa Muhl. which 


the .liVa ohtnsata of Michaux. The grass described is the Eatonia 
pennsijlvaniea of A. (rray. T. he subspecies major, of Toiie\, is 
certainlv valid and includes Eatonia intermedla ot Rydberg. 

Elliott in his Sketch of the Flora of South Carolina and Georgia, 
1816, describes two species, Aira ohtnsata ]\Ix. and mollis Muhl. 

ITnder the latter, he describes as a varietv. Eatonia filiformis \ a.sey. 


but does not name it. 

Trinius, in 1830, describes two species under Trisetum (Sect. 
Colohantliiis), namely: T. pennsylvanirnm, l)a.sed upon Aira pennsyl- 
vaiiiea Sprengel and Trisctnm lohatnm, which is Eatonia ohtnsata 

(M.X.). 

Endlicher in 1837 takes up Eatonia of Uafinesque for Rehoulea of 
Kunth (1830) and cites .l/ra ohtnsata Michx. as representing the genus. 
Desvaux, Journ. Rot. 1808, ref'er.s Aira ohtnsata ot IViichaux to 

A iropsis. 

Kunth in 1830 establishes Rehoulea as a new genus to include Aira 
ohtnsata ^Ix. giving the latter a new name, Rehoulea gracilis. 

Gray in the first edition of his Manual (1848) takes up Rehoulea 
of Kunth and descril)es two s|)ecies with one variety; 1. Rehoulea 
pennsylvanica, de.scril>ing the grass now generally recognized as 
Eatonia pennsylvann'a, but citing Eoeleria pennsylvanica DC., which 
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is l)ase<l ii))()ii Aim iH’iinsiflrainca ot Spren^el, as a svnonvin, wifh 
tlie variety, major (Koeleria tnoirata major of Torrt'v). 2. Rehouha 
ohfu.sata, l)ase(l upon .lira ohfa.mfa Mx. In the second edition of the 
Alaniial, (iray refers thest* speeitvs tc) hatoiiia followiiijg Kiullicher 

who erroneously took up Rafiues<pje’s name. 

( ha))man in ISOO describes two species with one variety — Kafonia 
ohfiimfa (.Mx.) and Eatonla pmii.s-i/lranira, c\Uug A Ira moUis M\\h\. 


fi/il 


flip 


rank of a sj)ecies and published as new Eatonia Dudlri/I, which is 
identical with E. prnn.si/franira of ('haprnan and Aira nitida and 
Aira peiuim/Ivanica of Sprengel, .1/m wo///.sM)f Muhlenberg being the 


same. 


kournier in ISSf j)ublished one iMe.xican .sj)ecies which he named 

Eatonia dcn.sifora. 1 his is probably Eatonia ohtii.sata with (*losely 
[uibe.scent sheathes. 

Beal, in ISPb, describes six species as being .\orth .\merican raising 
Eatonia pminm/iranira /oiipifora \’asey to specific rank and making 
om* new .s|)ecie.s, Eatoma hi/hrida, based upon what he supj)o.sed was 
Vusey’s .so-called hybrid between Eatonia peniist/lraiiira and Tri.setnm, 
palustre, the Eatoma pa/Icns of Scribner and Merrill. 'I'he cra.ss he 

O * * 


. C. 1 IS an awned state* of Eatonia, pUjormin (E. arlutata 
Scribn. Merrill.) 

Scriiuu'r and .Merrill (IDOO) published Eatonia palirn.'t ba.sed up<»n 
A ira pal/enn of Sprengel and two sj)eci(‘s regarded as n(*w, viz; E. 
puhrsrcim and E. aristata, the first a jiubescent subspecie's e)f Eatonia 
ohtnmta, the .se'e-onel an awned state of E. fUijormi.^t. 

Britton in his .Manual eif the Fle>ra of .\. .\m. (U>()1) de*.scribe.s five 

spe*tH'.s. Eatoma ohtuftata ^^I,\.) .\. Oray, /*.. pidin.’^ccnn Se*ribn. ik 

Merrill, E. pennsi/lranica (DC.) .A. Cray, E. nitida (S|)renge*l) Nash 
anel E. f/lahra Nash. 

Snicdl, in hi.s I lora eif the Southern Cniteel State*.s (If)Ol) ha.s .se*ven 


lonaidi 


flip 


Recently (190.')) Rytllierg published Eatonia rohusta (Va.sev), base'd 


Inch 


upe)n E. ohtusata rohusta Vasey, anel Eatonia iiitrrmrdia 

Jipparently the same as Eatoma prmi.'a/lramra major ('re)rr.) (Jrav. 

Eatoma rohiista has no valiel charae-ters to separate it fre)m Eatonia 
ohtnmta. 
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Bentham in 18S3 (Gen. PI. 3: 1184) recognized two .species with 
po.ssibly a third, while Hackel in Kngl. Prantl, Nat. Pflanzenfaiii. 
(1887) gives the nuinl)er of species as two. 

As already j)ointed out the genus has no available name and I 
venture to propo.se the name Splu'iiophohs, or iredffe-xcale, referring 
to the wedge-shaped .second glume of some of the species when viewed 
from the side. I havt* reduced the thirteen species j)ubli.shed under 
Eatonia to four with five sub.sj)ecie.s. 


Eatonia obtusata (M.x.) Gray 

scens, S. N' M. 




\ 


robusta, Rvdb. 

t 

densiflora Fourn. 
penn.sylvanica A. Gray ] 
])allen.s, S. iic M. 
longihora \’asey. 
intermedia Rvdli. 
nitida Nash. 
glal)ra Nash. 


Splienopliolis ohiiisafa (Mx.) 
subspecies lohafa (Trin.), 
pnbesccns (Scribn. Merr.) 

Sjihenojiholis paUens 
^ (Spreng.) 

.subsjiecies major (Torr.), 


hmqid 


(Vasey.) 


f 


I )udlevi, 


J 


filiformis \'asey, 

hvbrida Beal, 
aristata vS. M. 




S|)henoj)holis nitida (Spr.) 
subspecies r/labra (Nash.) 

= Splienopliolis filiformi.s 


Three species of Trisrtnm are transferred to the genus Splirno- 
loli.s-, viz. T. interrnptam Buckl. with .sub.s|)ecies ealifoniira (Va.sey), 

Scribn. and Trisriam palasttr Trin. with lU'w sub- 


Hallii 




I hav(* referred to the close relationshiji ot the genus Eatonia with 

Trisftnm in more than one publicationaiid a recent careful (‘.xaniination 

of the anijile material in tin* National and Gray Herbaria has only 

served to convince me that d'rinius was correct in referring the species 

to the-1 cc/icr/c. With one ('xcejitioii ikuh' ot tlu* sjxM'ies is entin'ly 

awnlc.ss and the onlv constant charac.-ter which serves to separate them 

• ■ 

from Tri.scfum is tli(‘ articulation of the rachilla l>elo\v tlie sjiikelet. 
This character is espi^ciallv pi’onounccd in *S. ifitcrrupfuin and 6. IJci/lti. 
1 regani this chara(‘t(‘r of good generic value; in this case at least it 
brings together a very natural group of s|)ecies. All the species vary 
from whollv glabrous to more or h\ss dens(‘lv ))ubescent; there is a. 

i,' ^ 

t^eneral re.semblance throughout in the characters of the iiiHorescence 
especially in the details; in the dissimilarity ot the outer glumes 
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and in the lemmas and paleas, the latter heinj; always hyaline and 
.strongly narrowed towards the hase, and especially is there a comimm 
resemhlance in the characters of the caryopsis. While the glumes 
jind first flor(“t are |)ersistent, the .second floret readily falls (df at 
ejirly maturity and .so pronounced is this character that species have 
heen described from herbarium material as having one-flowere<l sj)ike- 
lets. Kunth describes thus flehoulea (jrarilist. 

'V\m characters of the genus Sphci\opholi.<t as here constituted are 
the same as tho.se assigned to Edfonid l)y Endlicher, Hentham and 
otlu'i’s e.\cej)titig tho.se of the lemmas or flowering glumes which are 
either awnle.s.s or awned below the entire or two-toothed a])ex, awn 
.straight or divergent rarely twi.sted and geniculate. As here j)re.sented 
the genus stands, as follows: 

Sphenopholis, new name. 

Rrhou/ea Kunth. Rev. Cfram. 1:341, PI. 84, 1830, not Rehouka 
Raddi 1820. 

Colohanflids Trin (as a Sect. Tri.setum.) 1830. Spach as a genus. 
Suites, RuH‘, 13:103, 1.S40, not Bartl. 1S30. 

Kafouia Rafin.; Endl. (Jen. PI. 00, 1837, not Rafinesfjue, 1810. 
(ten. Char.: Spikelets small, 2-3-flowered, paniculate; rhachilla 
continued above the uj^per floret into a slender naked or pilose stipe, 
articulated between the Horets and below the spikelets; flowers 
luM'inaphrodite. (dumes 2, dissimilar, persistent, membranaceous, 
the .second becoming chartaceous or sul)coriaceous in fruit, the first 
narrow 1- or raix'lv 3-nerved, the second much l)roader, usuallv 

t ^ 

broadly obovate, 3- or rarely o-nerved; lemmas rather rigid, char¬ 
taceous, 3- rarely 5-nerved, nerves obscure, rounded on the back below 
compressed near the ape.x, obtu.se, acuminate, entire or 2-toothed, 
awnle.s.s or awned ju.st below the a|)ex; awn straight or divergent, 
rar(“ly twisted and geniculate; palea hyaline, shorter thati the lemmas, 
narrowed towards the l)a.se, 2-nerved, usuallv .somewhat 2-lobed and 



‘s very short; stigmas 


2-toothed at the apex. Stamens 3. 
plumo.se. f'arvopsis linear or oblong, more or le.ss 
abruptly narrowed above into a.short l)eak, glabrous, exsulcate, loosely 
enclosed within the rimd fruiting irlume, free. 



Slender gra.sses with usuallv flat leaves and narrow, often den.selv 

^ % 

flowered panicles. 

Allied to 


Species 


t . 


All North American. Type, Sphenopholis ohtusaia 


{A Ira ohtnsaia Michx.). 
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1 


o 


o 


vSpikelets awnlc.s.s, rarely with the second floret short-awned, glume.s 


very dis.similai 


1 S|)ikel(“ts always awned. glumes not very unlike 

2 Leaves verv narrow or involute-filiform, l)asal ones often ec|ualing 

t 

^ ^ A « • A • 

the culm, second glume broadly truncate 
2 Leaves Hat, much shorter than the culm 


/rV//. 


3 


3 Panicle lanceolate or ohlong, spikelets crowded, se^cond glume as 


broad as long, somewhat cuculate in fruit 


S. ohtuMita. 


3 Panicle la.x, branches more or less spreading, at least when in 


Hower 


4 


4 (dumes nearly etiual in length, the second very broadly ohovate 
obtuse, florets obtuse, the second one very scabrous all over, 

S. nifida. 

4 Cilumes unecjual, first shorter than second, florets mostlv acute, 

. S. pollens. 


Sllahrous 


Panicle lax, spikelets not crowded, first floret usually awnless 

S. pcihi-sfn,s\ 

Panicle narrow spiciforin more or less interrupted below 0 


0 GliuntLs broadlv oblanceolate, first 

t 

terminal awn . 



with a short straight 

S’. 11 alii i. 


(i (dumes narrowlv oblanceolate, awns all alike 


S. inferrupia. 


SrnsPECiE.s. 


S. obfnsafa lobafo {Trisetnm lobafinn Trim). Sheathes an<l leaves 
scabrous; ])anicle cylindrical, spikelets crowded on the short 


S. 


( 


)ppressed l)ranches. 


S- ohtusain puhcscrns (^Ecitonia Scribn. Mcrr.). Sheaths 

and leaves softly pubescent. 

S. nitida (jhtbra {EaUmui (jlobra Nash.). Sheathes and leaves gla¬ 
brous or merelv scabrous. 

% 

(S’. pollen-'>‘ niajoi' {Koelerio Iruucoio niojor lorr.). Panicles narro\\ 1\ 
lanceolate or oblong, rather densely flowered, first glume linear 


nearly etjualling the second. 
pohisfris fle.rnosd n. subs]), 
spreading, both lemmas awned. 


Panicle lax the flcxuosc branches 


(S’, inferrupfn callfornica (Trisefum ralifornicum Vasey). Plants 
pul)escent throughout even to the glumes. 


Ithodon 


i 


[August 


I.IST OF THE Si’EUIES WITH THEIR SyNOXYMS. 


Sphenopholis obtusata (Mx.) Scrihn. n. ooinb. 
J/m ohtii.safd Miclix. 



A iropsls- ohfusafa l)esv. 18()N. 

Aira frunrata Mulil. IS)7. 

Koelf’n'n tnmrala 'r<)rr. 1S24 (Kxul. descr.). 
hoelena fxinlru/dlft Nutt. 181 S. 



Hehoulea (jrarilis Kimtli. 
llahou/ca ohfiisafa (ira\\ 1848. 

Eaton 1(1 ohfnsafa (.Jray, I8,5(i (Kxd. char.). 

Southern Now Kniilaiul to Florida and we.stward to Illiuoi.s and 




Sphenopholis obtusata pubescens (S. M.) Scrihn. n. coinh. 

Eaton ! a pnht'xcenn Scril)n. cN .Merrill, 11)01). 

1 li.strihntion with the .sp(‘ci<*.s. 

Sphenopholis obtusata lobata ('Frin.) Scrihn. n. comh. 

Tnsetuin lolKitum d'rin. 1830. 

Eatonla (Irnttifiora Fonrn. 1881. 

Eatonia ohtn.fata (iray (excl. syn.). 

Eat(vna rohnxta (\’a.sey) Rydh. 

Maine to Florida and we.stward to Washington, ('’alildrnia. Mex¬ 
ico and ('anada. 

Sphenopholis filiformis (Chapin.) Scrihn. n. coinh. 

Eatonia pcnn-st/lranwa ftlijonnis Chapin. 1800. 

Eaton ia filijorml.s \'a.s 

Eatonia hi/hrida Beal, 1800. 

Eatonia arixtata Scrihn. cN Merrill, 11)00. 

South ('’arolina to Florida and westward to Mi.s.sis.si|)pi and T 
Sphenopholis nitida (Spr.) Scrihn. n. coinh. 

Aira nitida Spr. 1807. 

.1 ?ra pen n.sptran ica Sjir. 1810. 
yl/rn mollis Mnhl. 1817. 

Kocleria pennsifiranira !)(^. 1818. 

Tnsetnm pennsp!ranica dVin. 1830. 

Eatoma pennsplrani('a (Jray, 1850. (F.xcl. ilescr.) 

Eatonia pennsi/lraniea Cha|)inan, 1800. 

Eatonia Ijndlei/i Vasey, 1880. 

Eatonia nitida Nash. 




\ 


1906] 


Lani.son-Scribiier, Tlie Genus Sphenopholis 


145 


Sontlieni Now England, Now York to North l)akf)ta and south¬ 
ward to South Carolina. Floritla, Mississippi an<l Texas. Canada. 
Sphenopholis nitida glabra (Xa.sh.) .'scribn. n. com!). 

Eafonia f/lahra Nash. 1001. 

Southern New York. Illinois, to South Carolina and Tennessee. 
4. Sphenopholis pallens (.Spr.) Seribn. n. eomb. 

Aira pallcii.s Spr. 

Aim Kitaib. ? 1S17. 

Kof’/eria fninrafa 4'orr. 


0 . 




(exel. .syn.) 

Hehoulm prunsijlmnica A. (iray, 1S4S. (Exel. .syn.) 

Kdtonia pcnns-iflrauira A. Gray, 1S.')(). (Exel. syn.) 

Eafonia pallens Seribn. ^Merrill, lOOO. 

Maine to North ('arolina and westward to Wisconsin, Kansas 
and d'exas. 

4a. Sphenopholis pallens longiflora (Vasey) Seribn. n. comb. 

Eafonia pcnnstjleanira lonpijiom. \’asey, 1894. 

Eafonia knujiflora, Ya.sey in Beal. lS9b. 
d'l'xas and ? Louisiana. 

4b. Sphenopholis pallens major (l\)rr.) .Seribn. n. eomb. 

Koeleria fninrafa major Ton*. 1824. 

Rehonlca pennsifleanira nmjor Gray. 1848. 

Rrhonlea f/rarilis Kunth. 1880. (‘f) 

Eafonia infermedia Rvdb. 190.'). 

Maine to Washinj;ton .south to Penn.sylvania, Illinois, Colorado, 
New Mexico and .\rizona. 

5. Sphenopholis palustris (Miehx.) Seribn. n. eomb. 

.l/v7/a palnsfrifi yWAw. ISO.8. 

.l/m pallens arisfafa Ell. 181(). 

Trisefnm palnsfre ’^rHn. 18.80. 

Trisefnm Indoi'iriannm \ a.sev, 18S."). 

f 

Ma.ssaehusetts southward to dVnne.ssee, Louisiana 
Cjimula to latitude .’>9°. 

.5{i. Sphenopholis palustris flexuosa .Seribn. n. subsp. 

No. 274 .\. Commons, from Delaware, 1874, and 


and Georgia. 


No. 4800 .\. Heller, from Petina. both in the National 
I lerbarium. 

Sphenopholis interrupta (Buekl.) Seribn. n. eomb. 


Trisefnm inferrnpfnm Buekl. 1808 
Trisetn m rloiujafum 
determ.) 




not Kunth. 1829 


(Err 
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Southwestern Colorado, Texas, Arizona and nortliern Lower 
California. 

Oa. Sphenopholis interrupta californica (Vasey) Scribn. n. coiul>. 

Trisetvm californicum Vasey, 1(S03. 

Texas. 

7. Sphenopholis Hallii Scribn. n. coinl). 

Trisetum HaUii Scribn. 1SS4. 

Texas. 

r. S. I )ei'.\ht.me.\t of Aghicultuhe, 

Bureau of Plant Industry, Washinjrton, 1). (1 


SOME MAINE KUBI. THE BLACKBERRIES OF THE 


KENNEBUNKS AND WELLS. 


I 


W. H. Bl.wuh.^hd. 


Lv this and in papers to follow arc given the results of a careful and 
persistent study of the blackberries of Kunnebunk, K«‘nnebunkport 
and Wells, three adjoining sea-coast towns in Southwestern Maine, 
w(“ll-known suminer resorts. The time gixam to this studv was two 

weeks in August, 11)04, and all the time from .lune 24 till Sept. 10, 
1005, excejit one week in August s|)ent in (’onneetieut. Kctmebmik 
village was head(|uarters, and the steam and electric railroads made it 
comparatively easy to reach all |)arts of the section. 

Much of the soil is sandy with outerop])ing rocks. ^Voods pre- 
<lominate made impenetrable by hosj)itable mi>sc(uitoes, while the 
highways are made dangerous l)y inhosj^itable automobilists. Many 
White Mountain and high northern j)lants such as Airier radn/ct. Ail., 
are common, whih* no such |)lants as the Black Ras|)berrv, Desmo- 
diums or Lespedezas ajipear. .\ few miles north the normal Hora 
of this latitude b(‘gins to be .seen. 

But five of the blackberries of \’ermont and Conneetieut were found: 
Hiihu.s' Allefihenirn.s'ls-, Porter (/?. nir/roharrus, Bailey and R. rillosi/s, 
of (Cray’s Manual) the common high blackberry of the north-east 
which is often very poor here; /?. irrurran.'i, Blanchard hen* perfectly 
at home; R. prorum he ns, Mulil. (/?. canadensis of Cray's Manual): 
aiul innumerable forms of R. hispidus, L. and R. setosus, Bigelow 
{R. nigricans, Ryd.). The edible forms of blaeklx'rries except in 



